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A New State Department document 
obtained by Judicial Watch via a FOIA 
request reveals that then White House 
Deputy Strategic Communications 
Adviser Ben Rhodes and other Obama 
administration public relations officials 
coordinated a campaign to "reinforce" 
President Obama's image and to portray 
the Benghazi consulate terrorist attack as 
being "rooted in an Internet video, and 
not a failure of policy." 

According to the Judicial Watch press 
release: 

The main point of the White 
House team's strategy was to paint 
the terrorist attack as being "rooted 
in an Internet video and not a 
failure of policy," Judicial Watch 
said in an emailed release. 
Meanwhile, the State Department 
— at the same time that message 
was being shaped — initially 
considered the incident simply an 
"attack," and perhaps even a 
kidnap try, the watchdog said. 

A review of the Rhodes' email (shown 
below) shows it to be a possible 
"smoking gun" explaining how 
Ambassador Rice received the direction 
to blame the Benghazi attack on an 
internet video. 




NEXT TIME, I 
EVERYTHING 



E'LL REALLY DO 
IE PROMISED TO 



The email was sent two days before 
Susan Rice appeared on five of the 

Sunday news programs, Friday, September 14, 2012, at 8:09 p.m. with the subject line: "RE: PREP 
CALL with Susan, Saturday at 4:00 pm ET." indicating that Rhodes was dictating the political line that 
was used for the Ambassador Rice appearance. 



Darkdraka 



In the goals section, Rhodes gave direction that the purpose of Rice's appearance was "To underscore 



FfDin: prii;-rt:Lv, U ui «ioi i lin J . J&2njamin_J Rftojae fl "\ , B6 

Friday. Sep(emt>er 14, zot2 e.ag ™ 
T« Vegs, Dstg; NSC E>e;pyiy Pms Sea«tai^: Pbuftai, OmU: PMGtor, Om: Cam«y. P^rtiMi, 

jpftfiMef; E^n^^, Jgghu R.; Gmiriiki Fcitat Leilbdlin HowK J.; &eliK Dam; BnjnddM 

Oaala: 

ft. TfrMftvey IhM the Unilcd ^dtea is doii^eveEyttujjg that vn can In protect ouf jKople and bcUiiies 
■bioad; 

4 

• To Lmdeisixirti: ihcec pmlcsts «4C rogtol m an Inl^nKi vidco,^ and iMl a broidca: ^lurc j^f pQlicy; 
« To ihow Umt w« uiU 1^ i^olute m bring^ " 

Mit^mJf't^^ ri .L-XLL-'-l- ^ti -fc J. J- j-.i-^ijfii 
Jtrf3f3¥M^ mrODHll UiESH iTJT flf pCU J IM ' 



* 3liieewbciiaiQ««pneemlnieBpow 

m wfi live ilgiDiinaCfy tHw^i^ ^mm^^ ^ ji^pirt^tfa posH uEHMid Oe |9ab% wfiA iUllbMiil 
fiansmnrevkw. 

• $toiiiid^wliiv«nKli«loiit to gfi wnmciift in At n^lnti ifl mkje (hfiy coopefatbQg. closflly 
with iiSp aod meeting iheti obEt&^lTions to pmtect dlplomacic feciUtees: as bcsc Eliey C3.n Fot tnsfance^ 
we've ma cfrc^enlian &am Yemeti md E^iypE CAOpenle significaiuUy aftec Frestdenrt Obania called 

* Tbirct, w^' VT ma^dc cut v[ew^ oci diLS vidu ciy^ cE*af. The United S'^^.^s govemmen( Itad Biothii\e ^ 

wi[h it. We reject its jm&^sage and its contenCs. We fiod it dii^usLmjg ^^d EepcehfensibLe. But there is 

-^^ sm tlfid pvopJa iODdiiiid tbt glabe bftar thai iusb^ 

■■ fourth^ we've cncEiuTfijci leaden afi?und the iJobc io spc^k on* aapinst the %'io[c[Kje, and you've seen 
veiy uiqioftiiit stateoHi^ 

Pre£Ed4^3ir M(»ri of Egyipl^udodrai nbo bweootidfiHied 4k violet wdoklted for a puKfUl 

# l^iktfait|Mf»lehm«Hi»to 

afj;Lii n tie' £^ £ I EL^vv'i • ttuiL sve can tneet tiiercL. 
WAUTHQfUTY: Shamii Alluffld^ 5«inic^^ 



that these protests are rooted in and Internet video, and not a broader failure or policy'' 

Then in the "top lines," section Rhodes returns to the You Tube video: 

We've made our views on this video crystal clear. The United States government had 
nothing to do with it. We reject its message and its contents. We find it disgusting and 



reprehensible. But there is absolutely no justification at all for responding to this movie 
with violence. And we are working to make sure that people around the globe hear that 
message. 

Copied on the email were all the major Administration communication and political personnel 
including: White House Press Secretary Jay Carney, Deputy Press Secretary Joshua Earnest, then- 
White House Communications Director Dan Pfeiffer, then- White House Deputy Communications 
Director Jennifer Palmieri, then-National Security Council Director of Communications Erin Pelton, 
Special Assistant to the Press Secretary Howli Ledbetter, and then- White House Senior Advisor and 
political strategist Davie Plouffe, so there is no way the White House can contend they were unaware 
of the memo. 

While the mainstream media attempts to convince the public that everything about the Bengazi attack 
that killed four American heroes on 9/11/12 has been discovered, the release of this and other memos 
revealed by Judicial Watch proves there is much more to be investigated. 

Obama-Biden Vacation On Taxpayer Tab 
Reaches $40 Million $2.9 Million Alone For Two 
Obama 2014 Golf Outings 
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April 30, 2014 




he travel costs for vacations taken by the first family and the Bidens have reached over $40 
million with the Air Force's revelation that two golf outings by President Obama this year cost 
$2.9 million, according to the taxpayer watchdog group Judicial Watch . 




The group said that the Air Force provided documents and records that put the price of the first family's 
trip to Key Largo . Fla., in March at $885,683 just for flying Air Force One. The travel costs to golf in 
Palm Springs . Calif., in February, where the president also met with King Abdullah II of Jordan, was 
$2,066,594, said the Air Force documents, according to Judicial Watch. 



Judicial Watch has been filing repeated Freedom of Information Act requests for travel costs and 
the Air Force has provided many documents during the administration. 

So far, Judicial Watch said that it has tabulated vacation travel costs, mostly just Air Force jet time, at 
over $40 million. Far more money is spent on accommodations, communications, rooms and cars for 
staff, security and U.S. Secret Service protection. Navy and Coast Guard ships offshore and the 
prepositioning of cars and helicopters, but those costs are not usually revealed. 

"It is clear that the Obamas continually abuse the perks of the president's office at taxpayer expense," 
said Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton in a statement to Secrets. "And it is particularly interesting 
that Obama has chosen to take not one but two luxury vacations back-to-back while inveighing against 
'income equality.' President Obama's waste of the hard-earned tax dollars of working Americans on 
unnecessary luxury travel is an abuse of office." 

Below is the full release provided by Judicial Watch: 

Judicial Watch Obtains Records Revealing Obama's 2014 Palm Springs and Key Largo 
Golf Outings Cost Taxpayers $2,952,278 for Flight Expenses Alone 

(Washington, DC) - Judicial Watch announced today, it has obtained records from the U.S. 
Department of the Air Force revealing that President Obama's February 2014 Palm Springs, 
California, and March 2014 Key Largo, Florida, golf outings cost the taxpayers $2,952,278 
for flight expenses alone. 

According to the Department of Air Force documents, the flights to and from. Palm Springs 
for the February 17 - 20, 2014 trip totaled 9.8 hours at $210,877 an hour, which comes to a 
total of $2,066,594.60 in flight expenses. The records came in response to a Judicial Watch 
Freedom of request filed on February 18, 2014. 



Also according to the Department of Air Force documents, the total cost for flights to and from 



Key Largo, Florida for the March 
7-9 trip totaled 4.2 hours at 
$210,877, which comes to a total 
of $885,683.40 for flight in 
expenses. The records came in 
response to a Judicial Watch 
Freedom of Information Act 
request filed on March 10, 2014. 

Though the administration billed 
the President's Day weekend trip 
to California as an effort to 
highlight the state's severe water 
drought, the White House official 
schedule showed the president 
spent just four hours at three 
drought-related events on the 
afternoon of Friday, February 14. He then spent much of the next three days playing golf at some 
of Coachella Valley, California's, most exclusive golf courses, which, according to Fox News, 
"consume roughly 17 percent of all water there, and one quarter of the water pumped out of the 
region's at-risk groundwater aquifer." Each course uses nearly 1 million gallons of water a day. 

During March 7-9, the First Family spent Spring Break at Key Largo, Florida's, exclusive 
Ocean Reef Club, where members must have a minimum net worth of $35 million to join. 
According to its website, "the Club boasts two championship 18-hole courses, a rarity in 
the Florida Keys ... a salon and spa, more than a dozen restaurants, a 175-slip marina, a 
private airport, and so much more." The costly Spring Break vacation took place on the 
heels of Obama's State of the Union Address in which he focused on income inequality. 

According to records obtained by Judicial Watch, through FOIA requests and subsequent 
lawsuits, the Obamas and Bidens have spent more than $40 million taxpayer dollars on 
trips since 2009, beginning with the Obamas' much-publicized New York City "date night" 
in 2009 up through the president's most recent Palm Springs and Key Largo golf outings. 
The most lavish expenditure so far on record was for the Obamas' 2013 Africa trip and 
Honolulu vacation, which cost taxpayers $15,885,585.30 in flight expenses alone. The 
single largest expense for accommodations was for Michelle Obama's side-trip to Dublin, 
Ireland, during the 2013 G-8 conference in Belfast, when she and her entourage booked 30 
rooms at the five-star Shelboume Hotel, with the first lady staying in the 1500 square-foot 
Princess Grace suite at a cost of $3,500 a night. The total cost to taxpayers for the Obamas' 
Ireland trip was $7,921,638.66. 
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